ATD Mondsg February 21, 2005

BACK PAGE

FEET From front pags

legs and stumps lying wnder an
old preza oven.

kevin MeGill erafts the
prosthetics, Tina MeGill han-
dles the paperwork, and her
S, I:I:.'I.'ln Rare, 24, warks ag
an apy renlice technician,

Lraliing a working kg s
only the first siep; becouse 4
person s residual linb sheinks
and changes with D,
patienis musd come in regular.
Ty for mcdjustments,

The ampuatee, Siephen Ben-
dell, il come in Cor his fourth
adjustment since the acculent.
His !EF_ :|||||'n|'.u|.-|.'|l v by Lh
Kwee, was =il I::'.|Ii115_~

*“The leg has shrunk and
aach time 1 lhave Lo maka
:1|Ij||u|1|:-|m ™ Feaemile szl
“I1"s fabulous what Kevin's
done. He's been worderful ™

Besades prosthetic legps.
HOPE also provides paticms
with p,:rli::l Feit sinal orfhad ic
devices for ankles. knees
wrists, ¢lbows and mecks,

Kevin MoGaill begins the
|m:--.|||.;-:h, fabricatson process
by making o plaster cust of a
patient's residual limb, From
that he fonms a ::igi& |'||.'|\:"r|.'
mald that perfactly fins the
lirmds, Theat part 15 attached o a
loveeer beg assembly that ¢nds
i @ foam fool,

0 cai rake " couple ol
davs" 1o bkl the socket and a
whole week o build a heg.

Yo Iy lik 1'.1"\-\.i1:l| ihe
whole leg ms o system that best
works for the individaozl™ he
sl

“The eritical part of o pros-
thedic is how it's attached to
the body,” Tma McGill said.

Kevin MoGill first got his
feet wet — 50 1o speak — in
the I'.||l|i|_'r bsisiness when he
was 3 years old and growing
up in Cangda, His uncle ran
proathetic and orhotic busi-
neit, and his parents wowld
anllen leave Do im the shop [aer
hasars, The famiby ond the
hasiness moved o Aricona,

“Eveniually §adeculed oo do
it fulli-time,” he sand, He
received mn American Board
certification and, afier moving
10 Honokan, opened HOPE in
L9,

Molill sworks by agyuont
menl wng (res od 10 lurn any
comie siwany, e said He wlsio
servies both sides of the island:

Phatos by WILLIAM MG Tribune-Hesald

Tira MoCl ight, holds a plastic orthotic device, which vas out into shape by Dylan Barn backgrownd,
Kevin MoGlll uses a ghowve as he reshapes a haated pledglass socket 1o fit a patient's resichaal limb

Dydan Barr holds the cwtting
tool he uses to cut into plastic
to make an orthotic device
When finished, the orthatic will
help correct a walking disabili-
ty, aften caused by a fracture o
chabetic impairment of a limb,

Twesdays and Thursdays. he
mieets with patients in Hoen-
okaa. Fridsys, he's in Kailea-
e, :

“For someons whio can’t

walk righe, If they get the
proper fiing crthotic devices,
it can be life-changing because
you can’| walk sihowl a pros-
thetie and withoun talling,
Tima MeCsdl saad.

In"s o misleading notion.
they said, that many amputees,
onge they get nowell-Nibed
prosthetic leg. one able to mm
mirikhoms anad coumipete im #h-
betic evenis. The vasi majorty
just womnd i be ahle o walk,
pis (e banthroom amd drnive
ogein, The pliernative o walk-
ing is o wheelchair,

“Noin“ve pol 1o e paticnl
Its o an (As1anlaseous
thamg,” kevin MoCall sad

The BeGills bill insurance
companses on a per-leg basis,
MM T isi. Most of their
business, however, deals with
onhotics, the braces used 1o
allow people io walk again,
whether becouse of diobetes or
by o bome nsciun:

The island"s anly other
prosihsae busines s Bag
lslamd Cmhopedic Sarvices in
Habo, Two more compunecs ang
i Homolulu,

“fnybesly wlho's on Maui
and Kawai has 1o fly over,”
Kevin MeGill said.

“IN you ane @ Esuieami sar-
vivar and you had a himb
ampitated in the (Dec. 26) dis-
aster,” Tina MaGill said, ihe

couple will provide orthotic
and prosthetic services for
free. The client just has fo get
ix the Big lskamd. They don’t
KN oA many 1Sumama-nela
ed amiputecs are ow there, b
HOPE is walling 1o organize
corporate suppen oo provide
nuaterials for any custon fabi-
calisn nedds. ey can also
fetse old prosibethes: “Some
p|.'-.||.'l|.c domate them back w us
when they pass away. Tina
MGl said.

Kevan Melall split his nme
halwaen F""i“l: thi miarviaw
and working on Bendsll's lag.
He applied a “heal gun”
think of un i ||_I|,--.||j.|!-xlr;'|'.l:||'
hair dryer — o the plastic
malding, amd while it was soft,
b donped mittens amd pushed
il inlo shape.

“When [ lef the hospaial”
Bendell samd, "IJ:i::.' tald me
probably Movember, Thanks
giving o have a prosthetic
beg.” He met Bevin Melall
and was fined in Seplembser.

After Bendell's leg was -
ted, ihe Army veberan walked
urcuned, tesiing the leg. His
foam food was inside a regulas
lmberland shoe, He thanked
the MoGills, walked down ihe
shoping driveway ond drove
HWHY

Peter Sur can e reacted of

o Benarid i breess- L



